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Foreword by Liu, Eric, Dean of the College of Arts

British historian Arnold J. Toynbee believed that the study of history should be based on
civilization, and design is one of the civilizational results of human mental labor. Therefore,
many beautiful historical sites and materials have been handed down. These historical
materials are the basis of argumentative research design. They need to be read, described, and
interpreted systematically to have the possibility of regeneration.

After the 1970s, with the changes of the political environment in Taiwan, a new situation
appeared in the design field. The government’s decision-making, economic development,
and the formation of subjective consciousness gradually prompted the establishment of the
design societies and the situation totally different from the previous (Martial Law) period.
However, it is a pity that the contextual writing and recording developed late. There are still
many historical materials of design to be discovered and integrated. “ Taiwan Design Research
Award” is a platform to provide people from all walks of life with a channel to write about
“Taiwanese design” together! This award aims to encourage the exploration of Taiwan's local
design resources and the uniqueness of historical development and enhance the research
capability of Taiwan's design academia so that Taiwanese design history will have a clearer
context.

Here I'd like to express my gratitude to Prof. Lin Pan-song for his long dedication to
NTNU and the research and collection of Taiwanese design history and for establishing the
special account of “Taiwan Design Research Award.” I'm also grateful to Taiwanese business
leaders at home and abroad, design groups and associations, and seniors from all walks of life
for their support through fundraising to establish this award. Besides, I'd like to express the
utmost respect and gratitude in my heart to Chair Su Wen-ching of NTNU’s Department of
Design, who is responsible for the submission, review, and publication of the award, for his
tireless professional devotion to laying a great foundation for this award!

It is hoped that through the efforts of all walks of life, a huge number of design historical
materials can be collected and recorded more systematically in the domain of Taiwan's
subjectivity. It is not only the organization of old historical materials but also the exploration
of the potential connections to strengthen the cornerstone of design, open up more diverse
conversations for design, construct the map of “ Taiwanese design” step by step, and make the
history of Taiwan shine!
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Foreword by Su, Wen-Ching, Chair of Department of Design

[ A Research Overview of Taiwanese Design History]

The 38-year Martial Law period ended in 1987. The research and discussion on the
subject of “Taiwan” sprung up like mushrooms after the rain. However, the research of
“Taiwanese Design” started relatively late. In recent years, with the active participation and
organization of the researchers interested in Taiwanese design, design societies, and academic
research units, the research of Taiwanese design has had some achievements. With the support
of President Wu Cheng-chih and Honorary Professor Lin Pan-song, NTNU’s Department of
Design established “Taiwan Design Corner,” the collection and exhibition of design history, in
2022. “Taiwan Design Corner,” the precious design collection donated by Honorary Professor
Lin Pan-song, echoes the critical role NTNU has played since 1922, when the school was
formerly as Taipei High School, in enlightening modern art and design education in Taiwan
in the past hundred years. It is hoped that Prof. Lin’s contribution will become a model to
encourage the exploration of the uniqueness of Taiwan's local design resources and historical
development, increase Taiwan's design research strength, and further enhance the research
capability of Taiwan’s design academia. We encourage the academic papers on Taiwanese
design from around the world to make “ Taiwanese Design” along-lasting research topic.

Historical research is a major project that accumulates sand into a tower. It takes
persistence and inheritance to complete the grand vision. | would like to give special thanks
to Honorary Professor Lin Pan-song and the business and design community in Taiwan for
raising atotal of NT$1 million as the start-up capital. Besides, | would also like to give special
thanks to Taiwanese senior designer, Yang Chuan-sheng, publisher of Daji Culture, Yang
Tzung-kuei, and editor-in-chief of Daji Culture, Lin Ring-song, for generously donating 140
sets of A Century of Visual Design in Taiwan and One Hundred Visual Designers in Taiwan
as the rewards of the teachers and students of art and design schools who support “ Taiwan
Design Research Award” to keep promoting the development of Taiwanese design. It is hoped
that everyone in the design community will work together to build the future cornerstone of
“Taiwanese design research!”
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\ Lin, Pang-Soong, Professor Emeritus of Department

[ Taiwanese Way, Taiwanese Style]

The Goal and Vision of Taiwan Design Research Award

The Disappearing Taiwanese Design History

In the past, the art community in Taiwan mostly concealed or turned a blind eye to the
existence of Taiwanese design history. The reasons for the phenomenon of the “disappearing
Taiwanese design history” are as follows:

I. Insufficient evidence of design: The historical materials of Taiwanese graphic design are not
fully displayed.

I1. Weak theory of design: The Taiwanese design theory lacks a coherent system.

I11. Ambiguous subjectivity of design: The artists’ fame in art obscures the historical facts of
design.

First, | will discuss the development of Taiwanese design in terms of the issue of
“insufficient evidence of design.” “Design” is the functional and practical product that could
be either the printed matter to promote the government’s policies or the advertising materials
for commercial marketing. Posters, |eaflets, program brochures, and other promotional
materials that are commonly used in art and cultural performances such as music, dance,
theater, and movies are generally regarded as tools for marketing and promotion. Therefore,
most people have the attitude of throwing them away after use. Many design works (especially
printed matter) disappear into thin air after the events, so the evidence to demonstrate the
value of design is generally insufficient. When research found that they had contemporary
significance or aesthetic value years later, it was difficult to find the physical objects of the
design works. Furthermore, some people think that most of the finished products of graphic
design are printed ones rather than handmade creations, so they can’'t be regarded as works.
However, design includes a series of procedures from original manuscripts (hand-drawn
pictures or photos), fonts, layout, designated color matching, color separation plate-making,
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printing, processing, binding, to cutting to complete a printed product. The works of graphic
design are expressed through the technology of printing. Like the art of print, they are works
printed for mass production, not the artists' original handmade paintings. The printed works
such as posters and books collected by major art galleries and museums around the world can
also illustrate the particularity of design works. In the case of the development of Taiwanese
design, the most important is the lack of the professional exhibition hall for collection,
exhibition, and promotion, so it is difficult to give a full picture of design and further construct
the cultural value of Taiwanese graphic design.

Second, in terms of the “weak theory of design,” | will look back on the development of
Taiwanese art, from the emphasis on art creation, the birth of art criticism, to the construction
of Taiwanese art history and local system of art theory. It takes a long time to have today’s
achievements. On the other hand, as design focuses more on practical functions, it tends to
ignore cultural orientation and theoretical construction. Therefore, without the organization of
design history and the support from the theoretical system for long, Taiwanese graphic design
still hasn't established its own cultural discourse. Fortunately, Wang Hsin-kong, Lin Wen-yen,
Tseng Chi-Hsiung, Yang Ching-tien, Lin Rung-tai, Lin Pin-chang, Lin Su-hsing, Lai Chien-tu,
Yao Tsun-Hsiung, and Lee Shin-fu focus on the research of Taiwanese design history. Besides,
Yang Chuan-sheng, Yang Tzung-kuei, Lin Tsai-lin, and Lin Ring-song compiled and published
A Century of Visual Design in Taiwan. However, compared with the design research energy
around the world, we still need more experts and scholars to contribute to the research of
Taiwanese design.

Last is the “ambiguous subjectivity of design.” Art and design are interdependent like
two sides of a coin. Many artists tend to cover up the fact that they are engaged in design
with their fame in art. Moreover, some artists are even not willing to admit the fact that they
are engaged in design. All these lead to the ambiguous subjectivity of design. There must be
people with lofty ideals to express their aspirations and identify with their specialty so that the
cultural value of Talwanese design can be established. Fortunately, there was the classic poster
of “Chiayi Sugarcane Improvement” painted by Lin Yu-shan in the art world of Taiwan in the
Japanese colonial period. He also painted covers and illustrations for books and magazines,
which did not undermine his personal artistic achievements at all. Besides persistence in his
own artistic creation, Yen Shui-long also promoted Taiwanese crafts and public art. Doing the
advertising design for “Smoka Tooth Powder” in Osaka and planning the overall image for
Taichung Suncake Shop, Yen developed in various fields of pure art, applied design, and life
aesthetics and constructed the diverse art world.

There is also Yuyu Yang, who is well-known for sculpture and print in the art world. He
designed covers and illustrations for the monthly, Harvest, for a long time and participated in
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the promotion of The Graphic Design Association of the Republic of China. At the same time,
he was engaged in the crossover creation of landscape planning and laser art. In The Complete
Works of Yuyu Yang, Vol.4: Graphic Design, Illustrations, and Comics edited by Hsiao Chong-
ray, it can be seen that Yuyu Yang is arare all-round artist in Taiwan. Besides, Lee Tsai-chien,
who is famous for abstract composition and simple style in modern sculpture, made no secret
of his early engagement in the pattern design of fabric dyeing. He was also engaged in craft
design at Taiwan Handicraft Promotion Center and founded Liuyi Design Company together
with Wang Chien-Chu, Hsu Chang Hui, and others to undertake the large exhibition design of
the government’s achievements in economic construction. Wang Chien-Chu, who dabbles in
the artistic creation, design education, book publication, and craft promotion in Taiwan, is a
pioneer in interdisciplinary art education. It is hoped that the art and design workers in Taiwan
will follow the steps of Lin Yu-shan, Yen Shui-long, Yuyu Yang, Lee Tsai-chien, Wang Chien-
Chu and other predecessors to find the meaning in the coexistence of both pure art and applied
design whether they are engaged in artistic creation, craftsmanship, life aesthetics, or visual
culture.

From Taiwan Design Corner to Taiwan Design Research Award

To solve the long dilemma of “the lost Taiwanese design history,” we must focus on
the research subject of the development of Taiwanese local design to construct the exclusive
content and meaning for the people and things of Taiwanese design and lay the cornerstone
for the sustainable development of Taiwanese design. In 2021, the Department of Design of
National Taiwan Normal University established Taiwan Design Corner to collect the precious
historical objects and books from around the world and the historical materials and documents
of design in the development of Taiwan over the past hundred years to solve the problem of
“insufficient evidence of design” in Taiwan's public art museums without the collection of
design artifacts. In addition, to deal with the issue, “The weak theory of design: The Taiwanese
design theory lacks a coherent system,” NTNU’s Department of Design initiated “Taiwan
Design Research Award” in 2022. With the donation from the Taiwanese design and business
community, the research fund has reached NT$2 million, and the first “Taiwan Design
Research Award” was held in 2023 to collect and review papers.

“Taiwan Design Research Award,” which was held for the first time in 2023, received 11
submissions. The preliminary and final reviews were conducted by the experts and scholars
specializing in the academic research of design, Wang Hsin-kong, Lin Wen-yen, Chen Chun-
hong, Lin Su-hsing, Yen Jen, Lin Chun-liang, Chang Kuang-ming, Yao Tsun-Hsiung, Lee
Shin-fu, Fu Ming-chuan, and Kang Min-lan, and finally selected five winning papers. Among
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them, Prof. Baik Kumnam, former Dean of the School of Art of Sungkyunkwan University in
South Korea, writes about his personal experience in the design exchanges of more than fifty
years between Korea and Taiwan since the 1970s. The paper not only witnesses the precious
friendship between the design world of the two countries but also makes future generations
understand the design history of both sides to further promote the design exchanges between
Korea and Taiwan. Prof. Baik Kumnam is not only a famous design expert who |leads Korea
to the world but also an indispensable part in the development of Taiwanese design. His
benevolence and friendly behavior in dealing with the world are the model for the later
generations to learn from.

Taiwan as the Subject, Design asthe Theme

My discussion and research on the subjectivity of Taiwanese design history must follow
the following evaluation criteria: 1. Based on the land; 2. Based on the people; 3. For the
functional use; 4. With beautiful forms; 5. With cultural achievements. These five perspectives
make up the exclusiveness and uniqueness of Taiwanese design. The past design research
focused more on the three perspectives of “function,” “form,” and “culture” but ignored
that “land” and “people” should be the subjects of design. Therefore, | expect that the future
research on Taiwanese design will stick to “Taiwan as the subject, design as the theme” to sort
out the figures, incidents, events, products, works, functions, forms, and culture with special

meanings and show the more diverse, more colorful, and richer Taiwanese design styles. | aso
expect that in the future Taiwanese designers will have more confidence to walk the Taiwanese

way and welcome the Taiwanese style all over the world.

TAIWAN DESIGN
RESEARCH AWARD
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This article keeps a record of the process of the graphic design exchanges between Korea and
Taiwan in the past fifty years (1974-2018). The exchanges are carried out in five ways (phases). The
first (1974-1998) is the exchanges between the Korea Ensemble of Contemporary Design (KECD),
formerly known as the Korea Modern Design Experimental Designer Association, and the Taiwan
Amoeba Design Association. The second (1981-1984) is the exchanges of design works through
the Asia Design Exchange Exhibition co-organized by the Korean Industrial Artists' Association
(KIAA) and the Graphic Design Association of the Republic of China. The third (1999-present) is the
“International Design Exchange Exhibition” organized by KECD that encourages non-specific groups,
organizations, or individuals to participate in the exchanges of design works. The fourth (2008-2018)
is the exchanges between design schools. Sungkyunkwan University in Korea and National Taiwan
Normal University in Taiwan take turns organizing the academic conferences and poster exchange
exhibitions on design. The fifth is my personal design exchanges when participating in the design
societies, schools, associations, or activities in Taiwan. The above five ways (phases) present the context

of the exchanges between Korea and Taiwan.
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1990. 08. %#
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ChEEEELBR> (BEAIL, BB 1991 05. «EREEt R LR (KA, A ML)
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Research on the Innovative Development of
Traditional Craft [ Chunzihual

T8
Yi-Chun Wang
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This study examines the creation and research of the innovative development of the traditiona technique
of Chunzihua. "Chunzihua is a traditional folk craft in early Taiwan, which is a collection of countless
handicrafts of women, representing aesthetics and cultural heritage. However, changes in lifestyle and the
simplification of life rituals have led to the loss of the cultural value and uniqueness of the craft in modern
society. Many of today's Chunzaihua artworks are new replicas made by descendants according to tradition,
which often leads the public to believe that the use of Chunzaihua is limited to wedding accessories or framing
crafts, and is not easily applied in daily life, and they are unable to understand the cultural spirit of the craft. The
best way to revive and preserve traditional crafts is to return them to the people's daily life. The purpose of this
research is to develop acommon sense and consideration of the application of the Chunzihua technique through
the perspective of design, to break through the decorative aspect of the traditional Chunzihua and transform it
into apractica and functiona contemporary product, so that it can be integrated into today's life style.

This study uses the traditional Chunzihua technique as the basis for creation, observes the real plant
form, simplifies its imagery, and preserves the spirit of handmade spring flower technique, because the technical
work by hand is an important factor in giving Chunzihua its warmth and simplicity, replaces the new materia
and improves the problem of rusting and whitening of the traditional crafts, increases its moisture resistance
and long-term preservation without worrying about damaging the structure, and creates a product that is
different from The design is different from that of other craftsmen's work. Through design transformation, we
can combine Chunzihua with potted pedestals or composite media with fragrance diffusion function, and use
fragrance instead of water, just like the way real plants are maintained, so that the fragrance can be directly
dropped on the finished works to make them scented. The traditional Chunzihua are no longer limited to the
decorative level, but expand their applications to produce visual, tactile, and olfactory sensations, allowing users
to relax and rejuvenate their bodies and minds, and strengthening the development of the traditional craft of
living and people-friendly. We will create a cross-disciplinary innovation in the post-epidemic era, and find a

new face for traditional Chunzihua.
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Faith culture is an important part of the development of human society. In the early days
when medical and scientific standards were low, people used to rely on deities to face epidemics and
unknowns, and this has led to the development of distinctive religious beliefs today. Religion and
culture have always been inseparable from the people of Taiwan, and the freedom of belief has resulted
in many temples with great incense, as well as good stories of interaction between the gods and the
peoplein traditiona beliefs. In this study, the most representative temple, the Tiger Emperor of Fengtian
Temple in Xingang, was chosen as the subject of this study. Then, the case andysis method was used
to analyse the existing religious cultural and creative commodities in the market, followed by the
secondary data analysis method to analyse the elements of the Tiger Ye of Fengtian Temple in Xingang,
and then the design method proposed in this study was used to combine the advantages of the existing
commaodities with the elements of the Tiger Ye of Fengtian Temple, to design a brand-new |eather
incense pouch that is different from the traditional function of the pouch, and to creste anew innovative
religious and cultural commodity of Tiger Yethat ismorein line with the market demand.

It is hoped that the design method proposed in this study will enable designersto design religious
and cultural commodities in a more efficient and principled manner, and that the cultural commodities
designed using this method will better meet the needs of believers beliefs, and promote the beliefs of
the Tiger Emperor, which isrich in folklore characteristics in Taiwan, and provide a direction for more
peopleto follow. At the sametime, it also provides adirection for more designersin related industries to
have anew design reference.
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Picture books hold a significant position in art education. Historically, the first picture book was introduced
in the 19th century in the United Kingdom, while Taiwan experienced a flourishing development in the 1960s.
Picture books use vibrant illustrations to captivate different age groups and have become a cradle for nurturing
artists. Both domestically and internationally, there are awards established to promote development, such as
the Caldecott Medal in the UK and the Children Bullfight Literature Award held by Mandarin Daily News in
Taiwan. With afocus on illustrations, picture books exhibit characteristics of coherence, art education, and ease of
understanding for children. They contribute to fostering cregtivity, values, and promoting social interaction.

To understand the impact of picture books on children's proficiency in object representation, the author
conducted a drawing experiment involving 8 children aged between 7 and 10. The experiment revealed that, after
reading picture books, children's artworks became more intricate, redlistic, and demonstrated an enhanced sense
of space.

In the 1940s and 1950s, Taiwan faced a shortage of educational resources. In 1961, the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) assisted Taiwan in launching a children's reading program, and experts and scholars
actively participated. In 1964, the Children's Reading Editorial Team of the Education Department of the Taiwan
Provincial Government was established. Approximately 33 books were published annually, and they were
distributed to primary schools nationwide through educational administrative channels.

In 1980, when Ho Cheng-Kuang took on the role of chief editor, he advocated for the cultivation of local
illustrators, and the themes became more diverse. Over the 38 years, a total of 965 books under the Chinese
Children’s Book Series have been published, showcasing the participation of various artists and creating a
flourishing artistic landscape. Taking illustrators such as Liao Wei-Lin, Lee Tsai-Chien, Wu Hao, Shen Yi-Zheng,
Gao Shan-Lan, Su Hsin-Tien, Zao Bi, and others as examples, the author highlights the interactive relationship
between the artists' styles and children's books.

The Chinese Children’s Book Series not only introduces health and scientific knowledge to children but
aso imparts character education, fostering the development of their proper values. Artists employ diverse painting
styles to broaden children's artistic perspectives, using vibrant colors and exaggerated forms to spark their interest.
It is evident that in the creation of children's books, "art" and "design” are no longer distinct barriers but rather
complementary elements. Despite the increasing diversity in knowledge channels, children can still establish
profound connections with teachers and parents through the process of reading picture books. Therefore, picture

books retain their irreplaceable significance.
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Exploring the Management Philosophy created by Wang
Yung-Ching and Its Enlightenment, Contribution and
Influence on the Development of Design in Taiwan from
the Perspective of Design Thinking

AR N BRIGER S ARAERE . gt
Yu-Meng Xiao; Yi-Kang Sun; Chih-Long Lin; Ding-Hau Huang
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Over the course of several decades, Taiwan’s design field has made significant progress
and gained international recognition. Previous research has primarily focused on documenting the
development context of design in Taiwan and the establishment and models of design education in the
country. This study is based on the management philosophy created by Wang Yung-ching, and examines
three core concepts: seeking truth from facts, investigating the root causes, and active innovation. Using
design thinking as the theoretical framework, this research analyzes representative products of the
Formosa Plastics Group to delve deeper into the subject. The findings reveal that Wang’s philosophy
aligns with design thinking and has had a significant impact on early design education in Taiwan. These
concepts cultivate design professionals who value seeking truth from facts and investigating the essence
of problems while emphasizing user-centered approaches to finding innovative solutions. Within
the Formosa Plastics Group, Wang's adherence to seeking truth from facts and thorough problem
exploration to find optimal solutions, coupled with his encouragement of innovative thinking and active
experimentation, has persisted. These three core concepts remain inspirational and influential, promoting

the development of the design field in Taiwan and realizing the goal of branding Taiwan through design.
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