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National Taiwan Normal University Department of Design
Master’s Program Completion and Degree Exam Regulations
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Article1 The Master’'s Program of the National Taiwan Normal University

Department of Design (hereinafter the “Department”) has established these

Regulations in accordance with the National Taiwan Normal University

Degree Conferral and Graduate Degree Exam Regulations.

Fo0E A GALAFRS 2 B LR AL (Master of Design v M. Des. )
Article 2 The degree conferred by the Master’s Program of the Department is the
Master of Design, M.Des.
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Article 3 Course Selection
1. Course Selection Rules: Master’s students of the Department should take
no less than 6 credits and no more than 18 credits per semester in the
first school year.
2. After the master’s students of the Department select their advising



professors, the selected courses shall be subject to the approval of the
advising professors and shall also be consistent with the regulations of
the school.
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Article 4 Graduation Credits and Required/Elective Courses
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1. Requirements by Division:
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i. For the Visual and Media Design Division or the Product and

Service Design Division:

At least 36 credits must be completed before graduation, which

must include:

(1) 6 common credits required by the Department, 12 credits
required by professional division and 12 credits in
common elective and professional elective courses.

(i) 6 open elective credits (open elective credits include
courses offered by the Department; selection of elective
courses offered by other departments and inter-university
courses are subject to the approval of the advising
professor and head of department).

(iii) The number of credits required by the Department or the
professional division taken in excess of the minimum
requirements may be included as open elective credits.
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ii. For the Master Program in Design:
At least 24 credits must be completed before graduation, which
must include:
(i) 9 core elective credits (additional core elective credits are

included as cross-curriculum credits).
(ii) 9 cross-curriculum credits.



(iii) 6 open elective credits (Chinese or English courses
recommended by the advising professor, subject to
approval by the advising professor and head of
department).
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Thesis is not included as credits.
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Master’s students who have taken courses and received credits from the
same school or other schools may apply for exemption up to a maximum
of 6 credits.
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Courses and credits required for graduation are listed in Attachment 1.
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Article5 Scores
1. Master’s students of the Department receive their scores under a letter
grade system. Any score under B- for any course in the semester is a
failing score and no credit will be granted.
2. The passing score for thesis exam is B-.
3. No makeup exam will be offered for any failed course. In the event of
required or required elective course, the course must be taken again.
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Article 6 Leave of Absence, Withdrawal and Reinstatement
1. Leave of absence, withdrawal and reinstatement of master’s students of
the Department shall be in accordance with the regulations of the school.
2. Cumulative leave of absence shall not exceed 2 school years in principle.
If further extension is required due to serious illness or special event,
extension may be approved by the school on case-by-case basis.
3. Any master’s student of the Department with below scores at the time
graduation shall be dismissed from school:
i. The graduation deadline for the master’s program has expired,
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the leave of absence cannot be extended and the student has not
received the number of credits required.

ii. The student failed the master’s degree exam and further failed a
makeup exam.
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Article 7 Graduation Deadline
In accordance with the academic regulations of the school, the graduation
deadline for the master’s program of the Department is 1 to 4 years,
provided that a maximum of 2-year extension may be granted following
application and approval based on special reason.
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Article 8 Advising Professor
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Application Time: Master’s students of the Department must submit
thesis outline proposals and thesis advisor’s consents to the department
office before the midterm exam of each semester (date to be established)
for the Department’s review and publication.
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Qualification of Advising Professor: Mainly lecturers of full-time
assistant professor level and above (or professional technical personnel
of assistant professor level) of the Department. If any master’s student
of the Department requires other expertise, following the review of the
department meeting, an external lecturer of associate professor or
professional technical personnel of associate professor level or above
may serve as co-advisor.
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Principle for Changing Thesis Advisor: A written application should be
filed by the advising professor or master’s student for review by the
department meeting. There shall be no more than one change and the
application must be filed at least 6 months before the degree exam.

SESS T EES L EERS SN ENE

AR E X R LRI L EFERY 6 LA LR
PUpE s kT ez BB 5 AR € RS 0 EEEA K -

Ratio between advising professor and number of advised master’s

students:
Full-time lecturers of the Department shall advise no more than 6



master’s students in each class per school year. Beyond this limit,
flexible adjustment may be made based on equal allocation and
following the approval of the department meeting.
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Article 9  Graduation Thesis and Project Review
1. Master’s students of the Department must pass the graduation thesis
and project review from the semester following the selection of advising
professor and before application for degree exam. A total of 2 reviews
will take place, including first review on thesis proposal and second
review on thesis progress. When a student fails a review, he/she should
apply for makeup review on the following application date.
2. Master’s student should file applications themselves. The application
dates are from 1 to 20 September and 2 to 20 February of each year.
Each review shall be at least one semester (inclusive) from the last
review. The master’s degree exam can only take place 6 months after
the student passes second review on thesis progress.
3. Master’s students of the Department must take and pass the Study of
Academic Research Ethics Education before seeking first review on
thesis proposal.
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Artlcle 10 Degree Exam
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After completing the required courses and received the credits, master’s
students of the Department should submit their master’s graduation creative

project exhibition and take the master’s degree exam. Students will only
graduate after they pass both endeavors.
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The application for master’s graduation creative project exhibition and
master’s degree exam shall be in accordance with the following rules:
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Prerequisites to Graduation: Master’s students must complete
subparagraphs (1) to (4) below before applying for master’s degree exam:
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Before applying for master’s degree exam, master’s students must first
complete at least 2 of the 4 conditions below or complete any of the
below conditions twice:
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Participation in international design competition or invitation (such as

poster, logo, packaging, media, product, interior design, etc.) during
enrollment period with the Department, with proof of at least one
award of “selected”, “mention” or “honorable mention”.
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Publication of one or more design-related article or thesis in
domestic/foreign periodical or seminar with review system during
enrollment period with the Department.
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At least one public exhibition of individual creative works during
enrollment period with the Department (excluding master’s degree
graduation creative work exhibition). The required number of pieces
exhibited is the same as the requirement for graduation exhibition of
individual creative works. At least 2/3 or the works exhibited must be
different from those covered by the graduation exhibition. Invitation
cards, posters or booklets, etc. must be printed. The exhibition proposal
should be submitted to the Department for approval one month before
the exhibition.
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Participation in project study program or industry-academic project
organized by the technical department of the Department as research
assistant for a total of 6 months (inclusive) or more.
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In case of amblgulty in the determination of the above proof, thesis,
individual exhibition or project participation, an extraordinary
department meeting will be convened for a decision to be made through
resolution by all lecturers.
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In addition to the above requirements, other conditions will be further
determined by each advising professor.
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If the student has completed the degree exam but does not graduate in
the same semester during which the degree exam took place (excluding
exchange student overseas and students in educational program), one
seminar thesis should be published for each following semester until the
student leaves school.
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Before applying for the degree exam, domestic and Mainland Chinese
students must pass English level certification exam such as GEPT
intermediate second exam, NTNU English exam with a score of 110,
NTNU English reading aptitude test Lexile with at least 750L, TOEIC 650,
[ELTS 5.0 (inclusive) and above, BESTEP listing/reading test with total
score of 140 (inclusive) or above (or qualified under Ministry of
Education Letter Tai-She-(I)-Zi No. 0930123968A dated 20 September

2004) or pass JLPT Japanese level 2 (inclusive) or higher certification
exam.
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If a student fails the exam, before applying for the degree exam, the
student must pass the “Advanced 3+ETS Criterion writing test” course
under the NTNU Advanced English Program, or complete the
medium/basic level (600L) online English grammar course in
accordance with the Implementation Rules for NTNU Foreign Language
Capability and Remedy Teaching Proposal, or complete 6 credits of
common English professional courses offered by the Department
(selection of common English professional course offered by the
Department is recognized as foreign language capability and the credits
are not included as graduation credits), or publish one particle in a
foreign periodical or participate in an international seminar with one
verbal presentation in a foreign language (full text of the foreign-



language article should be submitted to the advising professor for
approval before publication).
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Before applying for the degree exam, foreign students or overseas
Chinese students in the Visual and Media Design Division or the Product
and Service Design Division must pass the Chinese language test with
TOCFL level3 B1.
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Proof of participation in the events (seminars, sympodium, workshops,
conferences, international academic, or overseas exchange events, etc.,
excluding classroom speeches) organized by the Department during
enrollment with the school. Master’s students in the Visual and Media
Design Division or the Product and Service Design Division must have
participated at least 8 times. Master’s students in the Master Program in
Design must have participated at least 4 times.
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Applications for master’s degree exam are filed at the end of April or at the
end of November every year and should be completed in accordance with
the school calendar.
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Before the graduation exhibition, master’s students should submit their
graduation creative work exhibition proposals (including the decision on
joint or individual exhibition, exhibition site, contemplated exhibition time,
site setup, digital compilation of graduation creative works to be exhibited,
poster, invitation card, etc....), which shall be fully organized by the
exhibitors. The exhibition proposal must be approved by the advising
professor.
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Requirements of graduation exhibition of creative work: Master’s students
of the Department must organize a joint or individual exhibition that meets
below requirements:



(1) ZHE B TR ™ SR
Joint Exhibition: The required number of works is as follows.
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a. Vlsual communication design (including print design, packaging design,
etc.): At least 8 pieces of work to be submitted together with relevant
explanation.

b. Multimedia design (including webpage design, computer animated
short film, etc.): At least 2 pieces of work to be submitted together with
relevant explanation, with no limit on broadcasting time.

c. Product design (including product design, craftsman design, etc.): At
least 3 pieces of work to be submitted together with relevant
explanation.

d. Environmental space design (including architectural design, urban
design, interior design, landscape design, etc.): At least 1 piece of work
to be submitted together with relevant explanation.

e. The number of works to be exhibited should be approved by the
advising professor.
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Individual Exhibition: The required number of works is as follows.
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a. Visual communication design (including print design, packaging design,
etc.): At least 15 pieces of work to be submitted together with relevant
explanation.

b. Multimedia design (including webpage design, computer animated
short film, etc.): At least 3 pieces of work to be submitted together with
relevant explanation, with no limit on broadcasting time.



c. Product design (including product design, craftsman design, etc.): At
least 5 pieces of work to be submitted together with relevant
explanation.

d. Environmental space design (including architectural design, urban
design, interior design, landscape design, etc.): At least 3 pieces of
work to be submitted together with relevant explanation.

e. The number of works to be exhibited should be approved by the
advising professor.
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For the individual or joint exhibitions above, invitation cards and
posters must be printed. A digital compilation of graduation creative
works (including personal e-portfolio) must also be prepared and
published on the website designated by the Department.
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Any other matter related to the graduation creative work exhibition
should be submitted to the department meeting for discussion.
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The master’s degree exam and master’s graduation creative work exhibition
should take place at the same time. The exhibitors should arrange the
location for thesis defense on the exhibition site. In special situations and
with the consent of the advising professor 40 days before the exhibition, the

master’s degree exam may be postponed and carried out in accordance with
relevant regulations of the school.

6. AL F =d3Y R RERE T 2 I 40 2 ke R
‘Y3
The following documents should be submitted in the application for

master’s degree exam and the application should be filed with the
department office 40 days before the exam:
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(1)One copy of transcripts covering all past years.

(2)One initial draft of the thesis (to be written in Chinese in principle or
drafted in English but with a Chinese summary).

(3)One copy of the thesis defense proposal.
(4)One copy of thesis originality report from the online plagiarism



verification system (thesis detection system Turnitin result from full-
text verification of the thesis must be lower than 20%; any other
matter to be submitted to relevant meeting for discussion).

(5)One statement of degree thesis academic ethics statement.
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The master’s degree exam of the Department includes 3 scores - “defense
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performance”, “exhibition work” and “degree thesis”.
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If the student receives a score below B- or fails to pass any one of the three
parts - ““defense performance”, “exhibition work” and “degree thesis” - the
advising professor should assign the master’s degree exam in the following

semester.
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After the degree exam, master’s students shall only carry out departure

procedure after the advising professor has confirmed completion of the
revisions to be made to the degree thesis.
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The master’s degree exam committee includes 3 to 5 members, with at least
1/3 (inclusive) external members and with assistant professor level and
above (including professional technical personnel of assistant professor
level). The head of department will designate an external member as the
chairman. The degree exam will be carried out in a verbal manner through
video conference and will be subject to approval by the department meeting.
Full video recording will be made and kept on file.
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After the degree exam, the master’s student of the Department should submit
a thesis with approval signatures by members of the verbal exam committee
before the score of the master’s degree exam will be sent to the department
of academic affairs for registration. The deadline for submission of final
version of the thesis is the end of February in the first semester and the end
of August in the second semester. In case of delay and if the graduation
deadline has not yet expired, the student should still enroll and select courses
in the following semester and the thesis to be submitted before the final



thesis deadline of the relevant semester. The graduation will take place in
such semester. If the graduation deadline has expired and the student has
not yet submitted the thesis, it shall be deemed that the student has failed to
meet the conditions for graduation and the student will be dismissed from
school in accordance with the rules.
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Graduation thesis, creative work and exhibition/performance by master’s
students of the Department shall be consistent with applicable provisions of
the Copyright Act. Master’s students shall undertake full responsibility. In
case of plagiarism or cheating, as confirmed through investigation, the thesis,
work or exhibition/performance shall be cancelled and any degree certificate
already issued shall be revoked by public announcement. In case of breach of
any other legislation, the event will be handled in accordance with applicable
legislation.
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Article 11 These Regulations are applicable to new students admitted after the 2025

school year (inclusive). Anything that is not fully stipulated will be
handled in accordance with applicable regulations of the school.
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Article 12 The provisions in these graduation regulations in relation to graduation
conditions such as the conferral of degrees, etc. are approved by the
department meeting of the Department and relevant meeting of the
college and then submitted to the academic affairs meeting for review.
The remaining provisions are approved by the department meeting of the
Department and submitted to the department of academic affairs for
records. The same is applicable in the event of amendment.
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Attachment 1 National Taiwan Normal University Department of Des1gn
Master’s Program Completion Course and Credit Requirements
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Admission Division Require Elective Credits Total Credits
Year d Required for
Credits Graduation
Visual and Media 6 (1) Professional division required 36
2025 Design Division credits: 12
or Product and (2) Common elective: 12
Service Design (3) Open elective: 6
Division
Master Program 0 (1) Core elective: 9 24
in Design (2) Inter-university elective: 9
(3) Open elective: 6
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Common Required Credits:
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400 VDM 0002 3
Theory and Approach of Study
B =R
400 VDM 0003 Statistic and Data Analysis for Design 3
1. Visual and Media Design Division or Product and Service Design Division
Required Courses: 6 credits
Course Type Subject Code Subject Name No. of Credits
Code
400 VDM 0002 | Theory and Approach of Study 3
400 VDM 0003 | Statistic and Data Analysis for Design 3

2.3k L w2 (Master Program in Design)
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2. Master Program in Design
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Required course: 0 credit
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Professional Elective: For elective courses of each division, please select the courses
required among the elective subjects offered in each semester.



